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There is a lot more opportunities in 
construction than you think 

    

By  Sun Reporter Tuesday, June 19, 2018 11:30 

 

Gerald Ndlovu, Founder and Executive Director of Black Suppliers (Pty) Ltd. Photo supplied  ~  

“Young people, identity what you want and create your own growth path and do it”, these are the 

words of Businessman Gerald Ndlovu.  
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One of the challenges many young South Africans face today are lack of opportunities. Opportunities 

to make a living or to make dreams come true. Gerald is making that reality easier for South African 

sub contractors.  

In 2011, Gerald started his business, Black Suppliers (Pty) Ltd,  that links emerging contractors to 

large contractors to get jobs and projects, he saw that there was a challenge in communities that 

contractors do not get jobs.  

The construction industry in South Africa is a multi-billion rand industry, and only requires basic skills 

of a builder or an electrician with minimum five years work experience. Just like many different 

industries, the construction industry also has many challenges,  such as people not having access to 

the market and that companies use their own suppliers to get jobs making it difficult to ‘open up the 

industry’ .  

Gerald believes government is dragging its feet when it comes to implementing programmes that 

can actually tackle some of the urgent issues South Africa faces such as young unemployment. 

According to Ndlovu, an example is the lack of commitment by the Department of Higher Education 

and Training, which seems to be unwilling to partner with companies in the construction sector to 

facilitate the placement of FET college graduates in internship programmes that can lead to full-time 

employment. This remains the case even after the launch of the “Decade of the Artisan” campaign 

by the Department. 

Black Suppliers (Pty) Ltd will be hosting an emerging contractors conference on the 30 and 31 July 

in Midrand, Johannesburg at the Bytes Arts Conference centre, to help businessmen and 

businesswomen to network and hear from speakers from government.  

For more information contact:  

Email: admin@blacksuppliers.co.za  

Website: http://blacksuppliers.co.za  
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